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The well-known accessory articles of Indian worship such
as Ghrta (clarified butter) .Ewsa-grass, tila (sesamun) and
madhu (honey) are also used in Bali. One of the most
important items is the holy water. Although rivers in Bali
are named after the sacred rivers in India, viz., Ganga, Sindhu,
Yamuna, Kaverl, Sarayu and Narrnada, the Balinese recognise
that those rivers are really in Kling (India), and the water
of these Balinese rivers is not regarded as holy. The water
is therefore rendered sacred by the priests by uttering mantras,
such as we have seen in the detailed ceremony of Surya-Sevana,
and is then called cwnrta.

The Padanda or priest who conducts the worship is usually
a Brahman a. He attains to this position by learning the sacred
texts, both Sanskrit and Kavi, and following a course of
religious training, under a Guru, who then formally consecrates
him. He has a peculiar dress, and identifies himself, both
spiritually and materially, with the supreme deity. But the
religious rites may also be performed by the three other
castes, after they have followed a similar course of training.
In that case the Ksatriyas and Vaisyas are called rsis and
the Sudras become dukuh. But these are very rare. Even
women, if properly qualified, may 'serve as priests, and are
called Padanda-istri (Padanda-Strl). The Padanda is expected
to lead an ideal life. He must never tell lies or give way
to evil passions. He must abstain from pig's flesh, and observe
the proper rituals in his bath and dress. The Padanda
belonging to the highest class also observes celibacy throughout
his life. It must be mentioned, however, that this high ideal
does not apply to Buddhist Padandas.

The Padanda is rewarded for his services by a portion of
the offerings. Remnants of his food and drink (which he takes
after finishing the religious ceremony) are regarded as holy and
are consumed by the people present The Toyatirta or holy
water used in the ceremony is eagerly solicited and even
bought by the people. Besides domestic and public religious
ceremonies his services are also required on the occasion of